8th Grade Summer Reading Instructions

All rising 8th grade students will read two books over the summer. One will be an
assigned fiction novel and the other will be a nonfiction book of the student’s choice.
See below for details and a checklist of the work to be completed on the books.

Fiction:
Advanced 8th grade Language Arts will read The Book Thief by Markus Zusak.

Standard 8th grade Language Arts will read The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John
Boyne

*Assignments to be completed for fiction novel:

Response to Literature Graphic Organizer for an essay that focuses on

-The Power of Words (The Book Thief- Advanced), specifically integrating the Biblical
concept of the power of God’s words to create and how John describes Jesus as “the
Word” (John 1:1).

-Loving your Neighbor (The Boy in the Striped Pajamas- Standard), discussing how
Bruno’s friendship with Shmuel demonstrates Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 7:12, often
referred to as “the Golden Rule.”

Finding Timeless Text
Character Connections



Nonfiction:

All rising 8th grade students will read one nonfiction book of their choice. It must meet
the following criteria:

-The reading level is middle school level or above.

-The book has not been read previously.

-The subject matter of the book is appropriate for school discussions.

Assignment to be completed for nonfiction book:

Evidence Tracker

**All summer reading assignments are due on Monday, August 16, 2021.
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Name: Date:
Evidence Based Writing Format

Directions: Utilize this handout to help you better understand Evidence Based Writing. This handout will also help you as
you prepare to write your summer reading essay. On the following pages, you are given an example of a quality essay.

Introductory Paragraph
TAG: The first senfence or two should include a TAG (fitle, author, genre).
Summary: The next 2-3 senfences should summarize the text you wil be writing about.

Claim: The last sentence of your introductory paragraph should be your claim. Essentialy, this sentence states
your basic answer to the question from the prompt or whatever you are tryng fo prove.

Body Paraaraphs

Premise: The first senfence of each body paragraph shoud state a REASON that supports your claim.

Evidence: Before you cife your evidence from the text, you must infroduce it. Then include facts or detais
from the text that support your claim.

Justification: This section should be af least 2-3 senfences explaning the evidence that you chose and WHY it
supports your claim

Concluding Sentence: This sentence shoud summarize and wrap up each body paragraph.

Concluding Paragraph

Restate Your Claim: Using dfferent words from the infroductory paragraph, restate your claim.

Summarize Your Evidence: Do not nfroduce any new evidence here

- Concluding Sentence: Write one findl senfence that leaves the reader with no further questions

Introducing a duote from ’r_h;e

Text
| —_—
‘ « Quotation marks NEED fo come af the begining and end of the
‘ Use infroductory words to infroduce a | quote
quote from the text (nclude the commar) ‘ ‘ « The quote must be the EXACT words from the text
These can include | = After the quote, use parentheses fo cite the author’s last name
* According to the author, and page number
* According to the text, * The period goes dfter the parentheses.
-+ The author states, « Example: The author describes Harry as having, “a
| « The authors 1llustrates, thin face, knobbly knees,

black hair, and bright green eyes” (Rowling 1).
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Name: Date:

Response to Literature Graphic Organizer
Summen Reading Assignment

Directions: Feel free to use this graphic organizer to help you prepare for the final version of your essay.

Introductory Paragraph

Write a TAG (title, author, genre) or HOOK and brief summary for the piece you read.

(INDENT)

**Everyvthing on this page goes in vour introduction paragraph.
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Nome: DOJfCZ

Response to Literature Graphic Organizer
Summer Reading Assignment

Body Paragraph #|

(INDENT)

Introduce your evidence and include a quote from the text that supports your claim. Don’t forget quotation marks.

Circle one:  According to the text, The author states, The author writes, According to the author,

Justity your evidence by writing 2-3 sentences that explain why the quote you chose from the piece of literature supports
your claim/premise.

**Everything on this page goes in vour first body paragraph..
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Nomei DOJIC:

Response to Literature Graphic Organizer
Summen Reading Assignment

Body Paragraph #2

(INDENT)

Introduce your evidence and include a quote from the text that supports your claim. Don’t forget quotation marks.

Circle one:  According to the text, The author states, The author writes, According to the author,

Justify your evidence by writing 2-3 sentences that explain why the quote you chose from the piece of literature supports
your claim/premise.

*xEverything on this page goes in vour second body paragraph..
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Name: Date:

Response to Literature Graphic Organizer

Body Paragraph #3

Write the third reason (premise) for your claim or thesis.

(INDENT)

Introduce your evidence and include a quote from the text that supports your claim. Don’t forget quotation marks.

Circle one:  According to the text, The author states, The author writes, According to the author,

Justify your evidence by writing 2-3 sentences that explain why the quote you chosc from the piece of literature supports
your claim/premise.

**Everything on this page goes in vour third body paragraph..
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Name: Date:

Response to Literature Graphic Organizer
Summenr Reading Assignment
Conclusion Paragraph

Use a transition word to show the reader they have arrived at your conclusion, and then restate your claim, trying to use
different words than your original claim.

Circle one:  In conclusion, Thus, In the end, To conclude, Finally,

| (INDENT)

Summarize your evidence. Don’t introduce any new evidence here. Simply point out one more time how the quote you
chose proves your claim is true.

**Everything on this page goes in your concluding paragraph.
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** The original essay prompt was: “Based on your reading and discussion of
‘Nothing Gold Can Stay,’ what do you think Frost's message about
impermanence might be?” %

Robert Dawson
Mrs. Plaine
English 7

10 November 2015

“Nothing Gold Can Stay” Response to Literature

Robert Frost’s melancholy, yet inspiring, poem, “Nothing Gold Can Stay” (TAG) holds

- nothing in thi

(TRANSITION) the speaker makes reference to this

notion of impermanence. It is as though the speaker does not want to lcave any ambiguity in his

tely proclaiming, INTRODUCTION
OF EVIDENCE) “Nature’s first green is gold, / Her hardest hue to hold” (Frost 1-2).
(EVIDENCE) Instantly, in these two'lines, the speaker has alluded to the fact that this “gold” of
nature is the most difficult hue to hold onto. The choice of the term “gold” also forces the reader
to ponder that the speaker is making mention of something precious or worth holding on to.

However, in this case, this gold hue is something that is transient, and impermanent, something

that must be treasured while given the opportunity to. Thus, Frost is imparting on the reader a
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rmanence, allows one to fully

is precious to hin

i lioaty

h evervone and everything that

TIOINTA ER Acadamin Camne 11T
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Name: Date:

Finding Timeless Text

Directions: Find an example of a timeless text from your summer reading book. It can be something a character says,
beautiful language the author uses, or something the narrator says that gives information about the theme, characters, or plot
of the story. The text you choose should be because you are drawn to the language used or because you have a strong
reaction to what is being said. Timeless means that the text goes beyond what’s just in the story, that it can be applied to life
or maybe even teach us a lesson.

Title of Literary Work:

Timeless Text:

Page #:

Pause and reflect on the timeless text. What makes it timeless? In other words, why did
this particular quote stick with you after reading it? Maybe it holds deeper meaning, and
once you write about it, it will help you better understand the text and life! Then, explain
why this quote is important to you. Write your thoughts below. You should write at least
five sentences.

TIANAER Acadormin Cavane 11T



Name: Date:

Timeless Text Artwork

Directions: Now that you’ve chosen your timeless text and responded to it, draw a picture that depicts that piece of text in
action. Make sure to include the actual quote and title of your book somewhere in your drawing as well. You can be as
creative as you’d like to be with this activity!
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