
8th Grade Summer Reading Instructions

All rising 8th grade students will read two books over the summer. One will be an
assigned fiction novel and the other will be a nonfiction book of the student’s choice.
See below for details and a checklist of the work to be completed on the books.

Fiction:
Advanced 8th grade Language Arts will read The Book Thief by Markus Zusak.

Standard 8th grade Language Arts will read The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John
Boyne

*Assignments to be completed for fiction novel:

⌧ Response to Literature Graphic Organizer for an essay that focuses on

-The Power of Words (The Book Thief- Advanced), specifically integrating the Biblical
concept of the power of God’s words to create and how John describes Jesus as “the
Word” (John 1:1).

-Loving your Neighbor (The Boy in the Striped Pajamas- Standard), discussing how
Bruno’s friendship with Shmuel demonstrates Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 7:12, often
referred to as “the Golden Rule.”

⌧ Finding Timeless Text
⌧ Character Connections



Nonfiction:

All rising 8th grade students will read one nonfiction book of their choice. It must meet
the following criteria:

-The reading level is middle school level or above.
-The book has not been read previously.
-The subject matter of the book is appropriate for school discussions.

Assignment to be completed for nonfiction book:
⌧ Evidence Tracker

**All summer reading assignments are due on Monday, August 16, 2021.
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